After 15 years, I want to express my sincere gratitude to the members of the Society for Pediatric Pathology, the Paediatric Pathology Society, and all colleagues and friends of our community of the International Paediatric Pathology Association for the trust deposited in me during my tenure as Editor-in-Chief of Pediatric and Developmental Pathology. It has been a great honor to serve as the conductor of the written voice of these societies. The Journal has gone through several major changes, adapting at each step along the way to the demands of modernization, with an all-inclusive approach. When I accepted this responsibility, back in 2001, I received one spiral notebook in which the records of submitted manuscripts where handwritten and progressively updated as the peer-review process progressed. I also started receiving manuscripts, each one with three copies (many with true carbon copies) of typed-written text, accompanied by three sets of prints with the figures of the submission. As you can imagine, there was a lot of mailing (snail mail) back and forth. Today, and after a few thousands of manuscripts reviewed, ours is the premier Journal in our field: modern, quick to process and decide on submissions, and highly relevant for our daily work. Our community is relatively small, but it encompasses such a large number of topics in Pathology that we share interests with many other pathology specialists. On the other hand, subspecialty journals always have limitations in regard to the perceived value of their published articles. Although a lot of attention is paid to the impact factor of a given journal, serious scholarly work has questioned the way this metric is used and most frequently, misused. Be that as it may, PDP, despite a relatively low IF, has a tremendous presence in our community. You have only to attend an academic event dedicated to a Pediatric Pathology topic, anywhere in the world, to see the high number or relevant references made to articles published in our cherished PDP. In my experience, seeing this presence is a source of pride and fulfillment; however, this has not been mine work. The database of our journal includes over 5,500 people, including authors and reviewers, and these individuals are distributed all over the world, and I have interacted in different ways with each one of them in the past 15 years. It is to these individuals that we owe the current success of our Journal. They deserve the credit. Among them, some have distinguished themselves as highly committed Associate Editors, members of the Editorial Board, highly productive authors or reviewers, and it is to them that I wish to express my special gratitude. I have abused some of the busiest and most committed people in the team, and they never complained. To all of you, thank you for your contributions and hard work for the Journal.
It is then, with mixed emotions that I leave the position of Editor-in-Chief now. First, with a sense of gratification and satisfaction for the many years I was privileged to learn from the authors and referees of the papers submitted. Second with the absolute conviction that change is needed, that ''new blood'' will benefit the Journal, and with the certainty that PDP will be in the best possible hands, since my colleague, Dr. Pierre Russo, a distinguished Pediatric Pathologist at the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, has accepted the challenge to take on this responsibility. I can only wish Pierre and the Journal the best success in the next phase, and reassure the community of Pediatric Pathologists that our future is certainly bright under his Editorship.
To close, I will cite my favorite author, Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, who in the first pages of his immortal Don Quijote expressed how I start to feel myself: ''. . .e´l se enfrasco´tanto en su lectura, que se le pasaban las noches leyendo de claro en claro, y los dıás de turbio en turbio; y ası, del poco dormir y del mucho leer, se le seco´el cerebro de manera que vino a perder el juicio.''
Miguel Reyes-Mu´gica
Pittsburgh, PA This issue of our journal heralds change, change to a new publishing company, SAGE Publications, and change to a new editor-in-chief, as Miguel passes the baton to me. It is with a mixture of excitement and trepidation that I undertake this task, as Pediatric and Developmental Pathology is the flagship publication of our two pediatric pathology sister societies and represents the distillation of our best investigative work as pediatric pathologists and in its essence, the image we present to the rest of scientific medicine. I echo Miguel's remark that PDP is a tremendous presence in our community. To retain this presence and even increase PDP's ranking will require strategic initiatives to not only maintain but further increase the quality of submissions from across our pediatric pathology community, as well, I believe, from our clinical and research colleagues. These contributions should encompass basic research, clinical investigation, case reports, and practical reviews. To achieve these goals, I will need to rely even more on the devotion and commitment of our Associate Editors, our editorial board as well as of fellow members and contributors. I believe we all share the goal that PDP should continue to be a source of valuable information as well as pride for our societies. As I undertake this responsibility, I find this quote, attributed to Albert Camus, to be apt: ''. . . ne marche pas devant moi, je ne suivrai peut-eˆtre pas. Ne marche pas derrie`re moi, je ne te guiderai peut-eˆtre pas. Marche juste a`coˆte´de moi et sois mon ami.''
